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MARCH
Monday 14
drumMUSTER training - Guyra Shire
Council

Tuesday 15
drumMUSTER training - Uralla Shire
Council

Friday 25 - Monday 28
Easter Break

APRIL
Friday 8
Waste > Art & Design Entries Close

Monday 11 - Friday 22
School Holidays

MAY
Saturday 7
Second Hand Saturday - Bingara &
Inverell

Thursday 12 & Friday 13
Rural & Regional Waste Forum - Sydney

Sunday 15 - Monday 30 May
drumMUSTER Regional Collection
(see page 3 for schedule)

Thursday 19
NIRW General Meeting - Gwydir Shire
Council (Bingara)

Event calendar

Regional Reuse Directory
NIRW are developing a web based Reuse Directory as one of the programs that the
group are currently addressing.  The Reuse Directory will comprise of a wide range of
Reuse and recycling businesses and organisations in the New England & North West.  Its
aim is to promote "reuse" of surplus materials, by-products and other produce as an
alternative shopping option.  Reuse is an effective way to save money and resources.
Not only will this help minimise waste but also supports community business and non-
profit organisations. The directory will be available via the NIRW website
www.nirw.org.au

Reel Waste
Campaign
The "Reel Waste" Competition
2005 follows the success of the
Tamworth Regional Council
"Drama in the Streets" conducted
in 2003.  The message this time
will be "Don't Waste....." - which
links nicely with the NIRW
Regional Litter Strategy that
address litter throughout the
region of the New England &
North West.

Secondary schools in the New England & North West are invited to enter the "Reel Waste"
Competition.  They will need to address the issue of "Don't Waste…." allowing a fairly
broad interpretation in relation to waste in their school and community environment. This
will be achieved by students producing a thirty second amateur television commercial
with their own interpretation of "Don't Waste…" The winning commercial will be
produced professionally by PRIME TV and aired on Regional television along with prizes
and promotional material.

NIRW Meetings
The next meetings of NIRW will be held:
> Thurdsday 19 May 2005

Gwydir Shire Council (Bingara)
> Thursday 11 August 2005

Uralla Shire Council

...zoom in on
the action...

don’t
waste 

Being nominated as Chairman to NIRW is a
privilege as I have a strong link with waste
management through my private business.   I
am extremely happy to be on board and
recognize the achievements of the group over
the past 7 years.
As Chairman, I would like to encourage all
member Councils to build on new initiatives and
exceed the benchmarks already set by the group
in the past.
Welcome to the new members of the Executive
Committee - Cr Tony Jones (Gunnedah Shire
Council) as Deputy Chairman, Mr Peter Resch
(Tamworth Regional Council) as Executive Officer
and Mr Graham Price (Inverell Shire Council) as
Assistant Executive Officer.   We have a big year
ahead of us but believe it will be worth the
efforts.
I would like to thank Mrs Kellie Woods for her
contribution to NIRW and wish her all the best in
the future.    
The NIRW News is a vessel to promote the
achievements of the group to our partners,
stakeholders and neighbouring waste groups
and I support the Executive Officers message in
the November 2004 issue, that to enable the
NIRW Program Coordinator to produce a quality
product she needs your input to ensure its
success. 

Regards
Cr Col Murray



>  A mining town in north Sweden, KIRUNA,
has been infested with rats from Norway.
They are invading the local recycling centre
as they love the warm piles of garbage.
Locals have called in the exterminators to
deal with the invaders.1

>  One of Japan's major brewers has
developed a brewing technique which halves
the volume of waste grains and creates useful
biogas. Sapporo Breweries currently recycles
spent grain as livestock feed and fertilizer, but
must first dehydrate it.  The new system
eliminates the dehydration process, resulting
in 60 per cent reductions of energy
consumption and CO2 emissions, and a 30
per cent reduction in recycling costs.  The
company says the technique could be used
by other food and beverage manufacturers.2

1 information provided by WMAA Inside
Waste February/March 2005 edition.
2 information provided by WME Magazine
February 2005 edition.

Kellie Woods

A very sad farewell to Kellie Woods, who has
been an incredible contributor of NIRW for the
past 7 years.  Kellie worked with Parry Shire
Council for 5 years before being "engulfed" in the
new Tamworth Regional Council on 2004.

As the NIRW Assistant Executive Officer, Kellie
was a major decision maker for the majority of
the programs such as Chemical Collection, metal
waste and green waste contracts.

Kellie has decided to change careers - but not
Councils.  She is now employed as the Graduate
Building Inspector in the Environment & Planning
Department of Tamworth Regional Council (still
close enough to pick her mind if we need to).

NIRW Joins the
Plastic Bags Band Wagon
NIRW are assisting NIRW Member Councils with reducing the
use of plastic bags in their local government area by
supplying an initial 5,000 non woven boutique bags with the
"Don't Waste Australia" message.

The "Don't Waste" message will be drilled down to a localised
campaign - for example, "Don't Waste Gunnedah". Councils
will then develop their own plastic bags campaign to suit their
local communities.

A trial was conducted during the 2005 Tamworth Country
Music Festival - 5,000 bags were distributed through street
traders and the Council Customer Service Unit.  It was a huge
success with the locals and visitors.

NIRW Mobile Waste
Education Trailer
NIRW has been successful in securing an Environmental Trust
Grant for the NIRW Mobile Waste Education Trailer project.
The "Think Waste Tank" is in concept stage and it is envisaged
that it will be launched at 2005 Ag-Quip.

The trailer will be available for use by NIRW Member
Councils, community groups, schools and business in the
New England & North West.    

drumMUSTER
Collections
drumMUSTER collections will be held
throughout the New England & North
West at the following locations:

Tamworthy Waste Depot 15-30 May
Barraba Landfill 20 May
Manilla Landfill 19 May
Quirindi Landfill 17 May
Armidale Landfill 15-30 May
Walcha Landfill 20 May
Uralla Landfill 19 & 26 May
Inverell Landfill 20 May
Guyra Landfill 19 May
Glen Innes Waste Depot 15-30 May
Gunnedah Waste Facility 25 & 26 May
Narrabri Landfill 18 May
Wee Waa Treatment Works 19 May
Bullarah 19 May
Boomi 26 May
Moree Council Depot 20 & 27 May
Yarraman Landfill 15-30 May
Gurley - Trambys 15-30 May
Mallawa - Pays 15-30 May
Bingara 26 May
Croppa Creek Landfill 24 May
North Star (Cnr Scotts Road) 25 May

Coolatai 26 May

Warialda 27 May

Mungindi - Aussie Air 15-30 May

Members Profile

Did you know?
" To prevent the generation of

waste and promote awareness
by commerce & industry with
the ideal being - what is good
for commerce and industry is

good for the environment"
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"To maximize the recovery, recycling and reuse of resources from waste whilst
addressing the concept of renewable energy along with a change of thinking"


